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U.S. lawmakers' concerns about mail ballots are fueled by other 
issues with mail service 


U.S. Postal Service trucks park outside a post office in Wheeling, Ill., Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. 
Associated Press 


By JOHN HANNA 
Associated Press 
Lawmakers said during a 
contentious 
congression- 
al hearing Thursday they 
are uneasy about the U.S. 
Postal Service's readiness 
for a crush of mail ballots 
for the November election 
because some of them 
feel burned by other Postal 
Service actions. 
Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy sought to reassure a 
House Appropriations sub- 
committee that the Postal 
Service is well-positioned 
for an extraordinary effort 
to deliver mail ballots to 
election officials on time 
to be counted and that 
close to 100% will make it 
promptly. 
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U.S. lawmakers' concerns about mail ballots are fueled by other 
issues with mail service 


Continued from Front 


In recent weeks, DeJoy has 
pushed back on suggestions 
from state and local elec- 
tion officials that the Postal 
Service has not addressed 
problems that led to mail 
ballots arriving too late or 
without postmarks, disen- 
franchising those voters.But 
as subcommittee members 
asked DeJoy about how the 
Postal Service has addressed 
election officials' concerns, 
they criticized a larger, 10- 
year plan to make the mail 
delivery system more efficient 
and less costly by consolidat- 
ing mail processing centers, 
suggesting it could slow mail 
delivery, particularly in rural 
areas. DeJoy disputed that. 
DeJoy has said repeatedly 
that the Postal Service's larger 
plans won't affect the han- 
dling of potentially tens of 
millions of mail ballots for 
the Nov. 5 election because 
the plan is on hold for Octo- 
ber and the first half of No- 
vember. But subcommittee 
Chair David Joyce, an Ohio 
Republican, told him in open- 
ing the hearing that broader 


problems with mail delivery 
are on constituents' minds 
as the presidential election 
approaches. 
"Many of our constituents 
have expressed concerns 
about the Postal Service's 
ability to deliver election bal- 
lots securely and on time," 


Joyce said. "It is imperative 
that the Postal Service get 
this right." 
DeJoy told the lawmak- 
ers that the Postal Service's 
650,000 employees will be sift- 
ing through 300 million pieces 
of mail to capture stray bal- 
lots and ensure they arrive on 


time. DeJoy said the Postal 
Service has improved its train- 
ing and touted a year-round 
task force he created to deal 
with mail ballot issues. 
"We do everything we pos- 
sibly can in an imperfect sys- 
tem that expects the perfect, 
and we're a good target for 
a lot of blame," DeJoy said. 
DeJoy said that nearly 99.9% 
of the mail ballots from the 
2020 election were delivered 
within seven days, the "rec- 
ommended commonsense 
time frame." Asked whether 
people can trust mail ballots, 
DeJoy said, "Absolutely, ab- 
solutely." 
Scrutiny of the Postal Service 
intensified earlier this month 
when the National Associa- 
tion of Secretaries of State 
and National Association of 
State Election Directors sent 
DeJoy a letter saying that 
their concerns weren't be- 
ing adequately addressed, 
releasing it to news organi- 
zations. DeJoy said he's had 
a good working relationship 
with them. 
But Joyce said that in Ohio's 
Nov. 7, 2023, election, when 
voters approved an amend- 
ment to the state constitution 
protecting abortion rights, 
some ballots mailed by vot- 
ers on Oct. 24 did not arrive 
until Nov. 21 — 10 days too 
late to be counted. DeJoy 
said he would need to learn 
the specifics. 


Democratic Rep. Matt Cart- 
wright of Pennsylvania, a key 
swing state in the presidential 
election, pointed to an end- 
of-July report from the Postal 
Service's inspector general 
saying that in some places, 
Postal Service workers weren't 
following its procedures for 
handling mail ballots. 
"We're doing very well at this 
— just not perfect," DeJoy 
said. He said the inspector 
general's office "has a couple 
hundred people" to investi- 
gate potential problems and 
"interrogate our people." 
Though the subcommittee 
said it was examining issues 
about mail ballots, several 
members used the hearing 
to air other issues that trouble 
them, particularly the larger 
plan to reorganize the mail 
delivery system. 
DeJoy said the Postal Serv- 
ice has embarked on long- 
overdue investments in "ratty" 
facilities and making other 
changes to create "a Postal 
Service for the future" and 
deliver mail faster. But law- 
makers in several states have 
argued that mail delivery 
slowed after regional hubs 
were consolidated. 
Democratic 
Rep. 
Mark 
Pocan, of Wisconsin, sug- 
gested that a pilot program 
consolidating some mail 
processing in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, had failed and 
said the larger reorganiza- 
tion should remain on hold 
"forever." DeJoy said a pilot 
program allowed a test of 
potential changes and prob- 
lems are being addressed af- 
ter telling Pocan, "You know, 
the first rockets that went to 
the moon blew up." 
Pocan shot back: "Thanks for 
blowing up Wisconsin." 
Cartwright expressed con- 
cern about a potential slow- 
down of rural mail delivery. 
DeJoy suggested the Postal 
Service was a financial and 
operational mess when he 
became postmaster general 
in 2020 and badly needed 
fixing, but Cartwright said, 
"You really think that rural 
Americans should have to 
pay the price?" 
DeJoy responded: "I disagree 
with the premise, and I think 
it's an unfair accusation, con- 
sidering the condition that 
the Postal Service has been 
allowed to get to."q 


Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, testifies during a House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government oversight hearing on the United 
States Postal Service's role in Federal election integrity, Thursday, Sep 26, 2024, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By LEA SKENE 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Glock 
pistols are a popular choice 
for people committing gun 
crimes, in part because 
they can be easily con- 
verted into fully automatic 
weapons using a small de- 
vice, according to a new 
report based on data from 
nearly three dozen U.S. cit- 
ies. 
Often called Glock switch- 
es or auto sears, the devic- 
es have received height- 
ened attention in recent 
years 
because 
they’re 
increasingly turning up at 
crime scenes. They effec- 
tively turn semiautomatic 
weapons, which fire one 
bullet per trigger pull, into 
machine guns that can 
spray continuous gunfire. 
Authorities 
believe 
the 
shooters who killed four 
people 
and 
injured 
17 
others in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, last weekend were 
using conversion devices to 
make their guns more pow- 
erful. About 100 shell cas- 
ings were recovered from 
the scene. 
A report by the anti-vio- 
lence organization Every- 
town for Gun Safety says 
criminals 
often 
choose 
Glocks 
because 
they’re 
relatively cheap and easy 
to operate and modify. But 
the brand is perhaps best 
known for its popularity 
among law enforcement 
officers, who almost exclu- 
sively carry Glock hand- 


guns. 
The report was released this 
week ahead of a confer- 
ence Thursday in Baltimore 
hosted by Mayors Against 
Illegal Guns, a group that 
falls 
under 
Everytown’s 
umbrella. The organization 
called on Glock and other 
weapons manufacturers to 
take responsibility for their 
products and do more to 
prevent violence. 
“We have to build that level 
of accountability for them 
as well,” Baltimore Mayor 
Brandon Scott said in an 
interview. “At some point, 
as a country, the sanctity of 


the lives of Americans has 
to begin to outweigh the 
sanctity of American guns.” 
A spokesperson for Glock 
didn’t respond to an email 
seeking comment. 
Scott and other mayors 
said while local elected of- 
ficials are often at the fore- 
front of pushing for better 
gun policies, Congress must 
also step up and address 
the issue. 
Researchers 
found 
that 
four 
gun 
manufacturers 
accounted for over 40% of 
the recovered guns they 
studied, with Glock alone 
accounting for 18%. The 


team compiled data from 
34 U.S. cities about guns re- 
covered from crime scenes 
in 2023. “They’re basically 
profiting off of pain,” said 
John Feinblatt, president of 
Everytown. “They’re priori- 
tizing profits over safety.” 
Meanwhile, 
the 
preva- 
lence 
of 
machine 
gun 
conversion devices has in- 
creased dramatically 570% 
between 2017 and 2021, 
according to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives. The devices 
are banned under federal 
law. Most are small pieces 
of metal or plastic made 


with a 3D printer or ordered 
online. 
The report also found that 
recoveries 
of 
Polymer80 
ghost guns untraceable, 
unassembled firearms that 
can be purchased online 
increased nearly 1,200% 
across 28 cities over the 
past five years. Those num- 
bers have started trending 
downward following the 
implementation of a new 
federal rule and a wave 
of state legislation banning 
the weapons, according 
to the report. Polymer80, 
once a leading manufac- 
turer of ghost guns in the 
U.S., also shut down opera- 
tions last month after a del- 
uge of lawsuits. 
The city of Baltimore was 
among those who filed suit. 
City officials announced a 
settlement agreement in 
February after the Nevada- 
based company agreed to 
stop selling its products to 
Maryland residents. 
The city’s lawsuit accused 
Polymer80 of intentionally 
undermining federal and 
state firearms laws by de- 
signing, manufacturing and 
providing gun assembly kits 
without serial numbers to 
buyers who don’t undergo 
background checks. It was 
filed the same day Mary- 
land’s statewide ban on 
ghost guns went into ef- 
fect in 2022 following a law 
change 
that 
expanded 
the definition of a firearm 
to include “an unfinished 
frame or receiver.”q 


A semi-automatic pistol with a conversion device installed making it fully automatic is fired as 
four empty shell casings fly out of the weapon, at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives (ATF), National Services Center, Thursday, March 2, 2023, in Martinsburg, W.Va. 


Associated Press 


Glock pistols are popular among criminals because they’re easily 
modified, report says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden on Thursday 
signed a temporary gov- 
ernment spending bill that 
keeps agencies operating 
into December, after Con- 
gress punted key spending 
decisions until after the No- 
vember election. 
The bill generally funds 
agencies at current levels 
through Dec. 20, setting up 
the prospect of a govern- 
ment shutdown fight just 
before the holiday season. 
Lawmakers did agree to 


add $231 million to bolster 
the Secret Service after the 
two assassination attempts 
against Republican presi- 
dential nominee Donald 
Trump. Money was also 
added to aid with the presi- 
dential transition. 
The measure easily passed 
Congress on Wednesday 
on a bipartisan basis, 341- 
82 in the House and 78-18 
in the Senate, with Repub- 
licans supplying all the no 
votes in both chambers. 
House Speaker Mike John- 


son, R-La., billed the mea- 
sure as doing “only what’s 
absolutely 
necessary,” 
a statement directed at 
members of his own con- 
ference concerned about 
spending levels. Johnson 
said the only alternative to 
the continuing resolution at 
this stage would have been 
a government shutdown. 
The 
temporary 
measure 
was 
needed 
because 
Congress is nowhere close 
to completing work on the 
dozen annual appropria- 


tions bills that fund much 
of the federal government. 
The House has passed five 


of the 12 bills, mostly along 
party lines. The Senate has 
passed zero.q 


President Joe Biden meets with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Biden signs temporary funding bill that 
avoids a shutdown before the election 
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By JIM MUSTIAN 
Associated Press 
Louisiana prosecutors on 
Thursday dismissed the most 
serious remaining charge in 
the deadly 2019 arrest of 
Ronald Greene, dropping 
a negligent homicide count 
against a veteran trooper 
seen on body-camera video 
dragging the Black motor- 
ist by his ankle shackles and 
forcing him to lie face down 
before he stopped breath- 
ing. 
The move coming just a 
month before Kory York’s trial 
marks only the latest wither- 
ing of a case that began in 
2022 with five officers indict- 
ed on a range of charges 
over the stunning, punch- 
ing and pepper-spraying 
of Greene following a high- 
speed chase. 
Now, only two still face 
charges, 
multiple 
felony 
malfeasance counts against 
York and another officer, all 
but eliminating the chance 
that anyone will face signifi- 
cant prison time in a death 
troopers initially blamed on 
a car crash. 
“This whole thing started with 
a lie and a coverup and it’s 
going to end the same way,” 
a furious Mona Hardin told 
The Associated Press when 
told of the latest dropped 
charge in her son’s death. 
“You have so much evi- 
dence yet no one wants to 
be the one pointing the fin- 
ger against killer cops,” she 
said through tears. “They 
killed my son and no one 


gives a rat’s ass.” 
Union Parish District Attorney 
John Belton said in a state- 
ment that even though the 
grand jury indicted York for 
negligent 
homicide, 
the 
evidence “does not meet 
the ‘beyond a reasonable 
doubt’ standard necessary 
to secure a conviction at 
trial.” 
Belton also dropped a mal- 
feasance count against the 
recently retired York that 
stemmed from authorities’ 
still-unproven suspicion that 
Greene was pepper-sprayed 
even after he was hand- 
cuffed. 
“It’s clear to me that the 


case should never have 
been indicted,” said York at- 
torney Mike Small, adding he 
seeks full exoneration of his 
client at his Oct. 28 trial. “I am 
confident that once the jury 
looks a those videos they’re 
not going to see any illegal 
touching of Ronald Greene 
by Kory York.” 
Greene’s May 2019 death 
sparked national outrage 
and was among several 
beatings of Black men by 
Louisiana 
troopers 
that 
prompted the U.S. Justice 
Department to open an on- 
going civil rights investigation 
into the state police. 
But the latest dismissal un- 


derscores a weakness in the 
case that has also discour- 
aged the Justice Depart- 
ment from pursuing charges: 
After years of investigating, 
federal and state authori- 
ties failed to pinpoint what, 
exactly, caused Greene’s 
death during the arrest. 
State prosecutors were long 
skeptical the negligent homi- 
cide charge would hold up 
in the face of autopsy reports 
that cited “complications of 
cocaine use” among con- 
tributing factors to Greene’s 
death. 
Others 
included 
troopers’ repeated use of a 
stun gun, “physical struggle, 
prone restraint, blunt-force in- 


jury and neck compression,” 
but the forensic pathologist 
in Arkansas who examined 
Greene declined to identify 
which factor or factors were 
most lethal. 
The case has been shroud- 
ed in secrecy from its outset 
when state authorities told 
grieving relatives the 49-year- 
old died in a car crash at the 
end of a high-speed chase 
near Monroe an account 
questioned immediately by 
an emergency room doctor 
who noted Greene’s bruised, 
battered body. Still, a coro- 
ner’s report listed Greene’s 
cause of death as a motor 
vehicle accident, a state 
police crash report omitted 
any mention of troopers us- 
ing any force and 462 days 
passed before the state po- 
lice even launched an inter- 
nal investigation. 
All the while, officials from 
then-Gov. John Bel Ed- 
wards on down refused to 
release the body camera 
video of Greene’s arrest. 
That all changed in 2021 
when AP obtained and pub- 
lished the long-suppressed 
footage showing troopers 
swarming Greene even as 
he appeared to raise his 
hands, plead for mercy and 
wail, “I’m your brother! I’m 
scared!” 
Troopers repeatedly jolted 
him with stun guns before he 
could even get out of the 
car, with one wrestling him 
to the ground, putting him in 
a chokehold and punching 
him in the face. q 


This image from video from Louisiana state trooper Lt. John Clary’s body-worn camera shows 
trooper Kory York standing over Ronald Greene on his stomach on May 10, 2019, outside of 
Monroe, La. 


Associated Press 


Louisiana prosecutors drop most serious charge in deadly arrest of 
Black motorist Ronald Greene 


VAN 
BUREN 
TOWNSHIP, 
Mich. (AP) — A federal 
agency said it has resumed 
sending hazardous waste 
to a Michigan landfill from 
Ohio while communities in 
suburban Detroit continue 
their legal fight to bar waste 
from a World War II-era site 
in New York. 
The U.S. Army Corps of En- 
gineers has been sending 
material from Luckey, Ohio, 
where beryllium, a toxic 
metal, was produced for 
weapons and other uses 
after World War II. 
The 
effort 
stopped 
last 
week when a Detroit-area 


judge signed an order that 
temporarily freezes plans 
for the landfill to accept 
low-level radioactive waste 
from Lewiston, New York. 
Wayne County Judge Kev- 
in Cox amended his order 
Tuesday to limit the deci- 
sion to Lewiston and clear 
up any ambiguity. The next 
hearings are scheduled for 
early October. 
Wayne Disposal in Van 
Buren Township, 25 miles 
(40.23 kilometers) west of 
Detroit, is one of the few 
landfills in the U.S. that can 
handle certain hazardous 
waste. 


“We have resumed safely 
shipping 
material” 
from 
Ohio to Michigan, said Av- 
ery Schneider, an Army 
Corps spokesman. 
Republic Services, which 
operates 
the 
Michigan 
landfill, said it meets or ex- 
ceeds rules to safely man- 
age hazardous materials. 
Nothing has been sent yet 
to Michigan from New York. 
Tainted soil in Lewiston is a 
legacy of the Manhattan 
Project, the secret govern- 
ment project to develop 
atomic 
bombs 
during 
World War II.q 


A sign warning of beryllium hangs on a fence at the Luckey 
FUSRAP (Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program) site, 
which was designated as such due to beryllium contamination, 
in Luckey, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.S. resumes hazardous waste shipments to Michigan landfill from Ohio 
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By JAN M. OLSEN and JUS- 
TIN SPIKE 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, 
Denmark 
(AP) — Norway issued an 
international wanted no- 
tice on Thursday for a man 
linked to a Bulgaria-based 
company that may have 
been involved in the dis- 
semination of exploding 
electronic devices to the 
militant Hezbollah group 
that 
killed 
dozens 
and 
wounded 
thousands 
in 
Lebanon last week. 
The notice is part of a multi- 
country investigation try- 
ing to piece together how 
thousands of pagers and 
walkie-talkies were rigged 
to explode and their trail to 
Lebanon. 
Hezbollah and the Leba- 
nese 
government 
have 
blamed Israel for the co- 
ordinated 
two-day 
at- 
tacks, which killed at least 
39 people and wounded 
more than 3,000, including 
civilians. Israel has neither 
confirmed nor denied in- 
volvement. 
“We have on behalf of the 
Oslo police sent out an in- 
ternational wanted notice 
today,” Åste Dahle Sundet, 
a spokeswoman for Nor- 
way’s National Criminal In- 
vestigation Service told The 


Associated Press. 
The agency declined to 
name the man or provide 
his nationality. All that is 
known is that he was listed 
as working for a Norwe- 
gian company. Norwegian 
news agency NTB wrote on 
Thursday that the 39-year- 
old man had traveled to 
the United States last week 


but vanished after arriving 
there. The man was subse- 
quently reported missing 
on Wednesday, one of Nor- 
way’s major tabloids VG 
wrote, citing police. 
The CEO of the man’s em- 
ployer, Norway-based DN 
Group, told the AP in an 
email that the company 
had “tried to contact our 


employee without success 
since we first heard the 
serious allegations about 
his alleged private activ- 
ity, which we did not know 
about and has nothing to 
do with us as a company.” 
“We haven’t heard from 
him since (last) Wednes- 
day, and we don’t know 
where he is. This worries 


us,” DN Group CEO Amund 
Djuve said. 
Djuve also did not give the 
man’s name. 
The man holds a Norwe- 
gian passport and has lived 
in Norway for 12 years but 
was born in another coun- 
try, NTB reported. The news 
agency described him as 
one of the founders of the 
Bulgarian company that 
was allegedly connected 
to supplying the pagers to 
Hezbollah. 
The Bulgarian company is 
not the only firm implicated 
in the pagers’ journey to 
Lebanon. 
Last week, Taiwanese firm 
Gold Apollo, whose name 
appeared on the pagers, 
said it had authorized Bu- 
dapest, 
Hungary-based 
BAC Consulting to use its 
brand for the devices that 
exploded, but insisted the 
Hungarian company was 
responsible for their manu- 
facturing and design. 
Hungary’s Special Service 
for National Security told 
the AP last week that the 
CEO of BAC Consulting had 
been interviewed “several 
times” as part of an inves- 
tigation, but that they be- 
lieved the company had 
not taken part in rigging 
the devices to explode.q 


A police officer inspects a car in which a hand-held pager exploded, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Norway issues wanted notice for man connected to exploding 
pagers in Lebanon 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea 
has likely enriched enough uranium to 
build a “double-digit” number of bombs 
and is making progress in its efforts to de- 
velop more powerful and accurate mis- 
siles targeting rival South Korea, Seoul’s 
spy agency told lawmakers on Thursday. 
The closed-door parliamentary briefing by 
the National Intelligence Service came af- 
ter North Korea offered a rare glimpse into 
a secretive facility to produce weapons- 
grade uranium earlier this month as leader 
Kim Jong Un reiterated his goal to “ex- 
ponentially” increase his stock of nuclear 
weapons. The South Korean agency as- 
sessed that Kim’s disclosure of the facility 
was likely a statement of defiance toward 
Washington ahead of the U.S. presidential 
election and meant to domestically show- 
case his military accomplishments amid 
deepening economic struggles, accord- 
ing to Lee Seong-kweun, one of the law- 


makers who attended the briefing. 
When asked about North Korea’s bomb 
fuel capacity, the agency said North Ko- 
rea likely has about 70 kilograms (154 
pounds) of plutonium and an unspecified 
but considerable amount of weapons- 
grade uranium that would be enough to 
build “at least a double-digit number” of 
weapons, Lee said. 
While North Korean state media did not 
disclose the location of the uranium en- 
richment facility that Kim visited on Sept. 
13, the South Korean agency said it was 
likely to be a site in Kangson, near the 
North Korean capital of Pyongyang, said 
Park Sun-won, another lawmaker who at- 
tended the briefing. 
Along with the North’s main nuclear com- 
plex in the town of Yongbyon, the Kang- 
son plant is one of two known sites in North 
Korea that has been linked to uranium en- 
richment activities. 
Some analysts say North Korea likely has 
other hidden sites for enriching uranium.q 


This undated photo provided on Sept. 13, 2024, by the North 
Korean government shows its leader Kim Jong Un, center, on 
an inspecting visit at what they say is an institute of nuclear 
weapons and a facility for nuclear materials at an undisclosed 
location in North Korea. Independent journalists were not given 
access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by 
the North Korean government. 
Associated Press 


North Korea has enough uranium to build a ‘double-digit’ number 
of bombs, Seoul’s spy agency says 
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By FATMA KHALED 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — New fight- 
ing rocked Sudan’s capital 
on Thursday with airstrikes 
and drone attacks in and 
around 
Khartoum 
amid 
a worsening cholera out- 
break, officials said. 
Sudan’s military launched 
an operation in the early 
hours of Thursday aimed at 
taking control of areas in 
the capital that had been 
in the hands of its enemy, 
the 
paramilitary 
Rapid 
Support Forces, or RSF. Su- 
danese media reported 
increased military move- 
ments and airstrikes in the 
districts of Khartoum and 
Omdurman, the heaviest in 
the capital area in months. 
Mohamed 
Ibrahim, 
the 
health 
ministry’s 
spokes- 
person in Khartoum, said in 
a statement that four civil- 
ians were killed and 14 oth- 
ers wounded in the latest 
fighting in the Karrari district 
of Omdurman, a city next 
to the Sudanese capital, 
Khartoum. 
A military spokesman con- 
firmed the operation was 
underway, but declined to 
comment further. A military 
spokesman confirmed the 
operation was underway, 
but declined to comment 


further. The head of Sudan’s 
military, Gen. Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan, addressed the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York, saying that “we’ve 
done everything we could 
to put an end to this war 
and to steer our country 
from the destruction being 
waged” by the militia. Jere- 
my Laurence, a spokesman 
for the U.N. human rights 
office in Geneva, said in a 
statement to The Associ- 
ated Press Thursday that at 
least 78 civilians were killed 


because of artillery shell- 
ing and airstrikes since the 
beginning of September in 
the Khartoum area. 
“Our immediate concern is 
for the welfare of civilians, 
and the likelihood of further 
displacement and dam- 
age to civilian infrastruc- 
ture,” he said. 
For months, some of the 
worst fighting has been in 
the city of El Fasher, the 
capital of the North Darfur 
state. RSF forces have laid 
siege to the city since May. 


On Thursday, U.N. Human 
Rights Chief Volker Türk said 
that artillery shelling on a 
market there had killed at 
least 20 civilians on Sep. 20 
and 21. 
Meanwhile, the death toll 
from Sudan’s cholera out- 
break jumped by nearly 
100 or nearly 20% in only 
two days, Sudan’s health 
ministry said Wednesday, 
in a worrying sign that the 
disease is spreading more 
rapidly. A total of 473 peo- 
ple have died from cholera 


since the country’s rainy 
season began two months 
ago, health officials said. 
Sudan’s 
Federal 
Ministry 
of Health in a Wednesday 
update reported on Face- 
book 14,944 cholera cases 
across 10 states, with 386 
new cases. It said that six 
people died on Tuesday 
alone in six states. 
The majority of cases were 
reported in Kassala, where 
UNICEF is collaborating with 
the ministry and the World 
Health Organization to car- 
ry out a second round of 
the oral cholera vaccina- 
tion campaign that kicked 
off last week. 
UNICEF delivered 404,000 
doses of the vaccine to Su- 
dan on Sep. 9. More vacci- 
nation campaigns are ex- 
pected to be rolled out in 
other affected states. 
Cholera was officially de- 
clared an outbreak on 
August 12 by the health 
ministry after a new wave 
of cases was reported start- 
ing July 22. The disease is 
spreading in areas devas- 
tated by recent heavy rain- 
falls and floods, especially 
in eastern Sudan which 
sheltered millions of people 
displaced by the conflict 
between the Sudanese mil- 
itary and the RSF.q 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
The Taliban said Thursday 
it was absurd to accuse 
them of gender discrimina- 
tion and other human rights 
violations, as four countries 
vow to hold Afghanistan’s 
rulers accountable under 
international law for their 
treatment of women and 
girls. 
Australia, Canada, Germa- 
ny and the Netherlands are 
set to start legal proceed- 
ings against the Taliban for 
violating a U.N. convention 
on women, to which Af- 
ghanistan is a party. 
The countries launched the 
initiative on Wednesday 
on the sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly, which 
is taking place in New York 
until Monday. 


Despite 
promising 
more 
moderate rule after they 
seized power in 2021, the 
Taliban have barred wom- 
en and girls from education 


beyond sixth grade, many 
public spaces and most 
jobs. In August, the Vice 
and Virtue Ministry issued 
laws 
banning 
women’s 


bare faces and prohibit- 
ing them from raising their 
voices in public. 
More than 20 countries ex- 
pressed their support Thurs- 
day for the proposed legal 
action against the Taliban. 
“We condemn the gross 
and 
systematic 
human 
rights violations and abuses 
in Afghanistan, particularly 
the gender-based discrimi- 
nation against women and 
girls,” the countries said. 
“Afghanistan is responsible 
under international law for 
its ongoing gross and sys- 
tematic violation of numer- 
ous obligations under the 
Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Discrimi- 
nation against Women,” 
they added. 
The countries said they did 


not politically recognize the 
Taliban as the legitimate 
leaders of the Afghan pop- 
ulation. 
“Afghanistan’s failure to 
fulfill its human rights treaty 
obligations is a key obsta- 
cle to normalization of rela- 
tions,” they said. 
The 
Taliban’s 
deputy 
spokesman Hamdullah Fi- 
trat said human rights were 
protected in Afghanistan 
and that nobody faced 
discrimination. 
“Unfortunately, an attempt 
is being made to spread 
propaganda against Af- 
ghanistan 
through 
the 
mouths of several fugitive 
(Afghan) women and mis- 
represent the situation,” he 
said on social media plat- 
form X.q 


This grab from video shows smoke rising over Khartoum, Sudan on Thursday Sept. 26, 2024, after 
Sudan’s military started an operation to take areas of the capital from its rival, the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces. 


Associated Press 


Sudan military offensive sparks new fighting in Khartoum as 
cholera outbreak worsens 


A Taliban fighter stands guard as women wait to receive food 
rations distributed by a humanitarian aid group in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Tuesday, May 23, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Taliban who banned women from public spaces say no one faces 
discrimination in Afghanistan 
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Important notice 
about Aruba Today’s 
Facebook page 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba Today would like to inform our 
dear readers that our Facebook page is currently 
experiencing technical difficulties. 


Our technical staff is working on the issue; in the mean 
time we would like to invite our readers to head on 
over to our website www.arubatoday.com to get 
your daily reading fix. We at Aruba Today apologize 
for this inconvenience and hope that this minor issue 
will be resolved soon. Thank you dear readers for your 
support! 


Dining in? Try making a local favorite 
How to make “funchi hasa” 


(Oranjestad)—A night in can be just as fun as a night 
out on the town, especially if you got the right snacks 
to munch on. One of the most famous Aruban snacks or 
appetizers is “funchi hasa” (fried polenta sticks). A super 
easy meal that adults and children will both enjoy. Here’s 
how to make it! 


Before we start, get to know the basics 
So what is funchi hasa? Funchi, or Aruban polenta, is a 
popular side dish for local dishes, like soups, stews and 
fried fish. Made from a corn flour, water and butter mix- 
ture, this appetizer is traditionally eaten alongside a warm 
meal. However, locals also like to fry sticks of funchi for a 
quick and filling snack. 


Ingredients (measured by heart) 
1. 
Polenta flour* 
2. 
Water 
3. 
Butter 
4. 
Salt to taste 


Directions 
Bring water to a boil in a medium-sized sauce pan. Add 
in some salt and butter to taste in the boiling water and 
let this dissolve and melt. Then, gradually add the flour 
while stirring with a wooden spoon. The mixture will start to 
begin to harden pretty fast, so be careful not to add too 
much. At this phase of cooking, you want a goopy thick 
mixture, but thin enough so you can continue to stir to get 
all the lumps out. 


After reaching a semi-firm, yet flexible texture, grab a 
baking pan or any large, deep plate, and pour the mix- 
ture in. Be sure that this plate is wet or greased so that the 
mixture does not stick to the bottom. Let this cool com- 
pletely while it firms up for the last time. Once it’s cooled 
you can enjoy it as is, topped with some butter or shred- 
ded cheese. Or, you can take it to another level of deli- 
ciousness. 


When your funchi is firm enough, cut it into 
strips (size is up to you). Heat up some oil in 
a pan and fry those babies up! After frying, 
you can top it with some cheese or enjoy it 
with your favorite dipping sauce. 


Note: We recommend the FUNCHI FRESKU 
polenta flour brand that is sold in all super- 
markets on the island. You can also use 
yellow corn flour from the brand PAN.q 


Photo credit of fried funchi sticks: Jacqueline 
Felida on Pinterest. 
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Why Oceanfront Condo Prices in Aruba Are Set to Skyrocket 


Imagine waking up every morning to 
the sound of gentle waves and stepping 
onto white sandy beaches under the 
Caribbean sun. This dream is not just a 
reality for those lucky enough to own an 
oceanfront condo in Aruba—it’s also an 
investment opportunity that’s about to 
become even more lucrative. 


The Caribbean has long been a ha- 
ven for those seeking an escape from 
the cold, offering an unbeatable mix 
of stunning landscapes, warm weather, 
and a relaxed lifestyle. From Decem- 
ber to April, the region bursts with life as 
snowbirds flock to its shores, transform- 
ing the Caribbean into a vibrant, sun- 
soaked paradise. During these months, 
average temperatures range from 76°F 
in the Bahamas to a perfect 83°F in 
Aruba, making it a top destination for 
winter getaways. But what’s really driv- 
ing the market now is the shift to hybrid 
working, which allows people to extend 
their stays from a few weeks to several 
months. This trend is redefining how 
and where people choose to live, and 


the Caribbean—Aruba in particular—is 
reaping the benefits. 
Since 2019, the prime residential prop- 
erty market across the Caribbean has 
seen steady growth, even in the face of 
a global pandemic. Buyers are increas- 
ingly seeking out second homes or re- 
tirement spots, willing to pay top dollar 
for a slice of paradise. Prices for luxury 
properties range dramatically—from 
$650 per square foot for off-beach vil- 
las in Antigua to a staggering $2,780 per 
square foot for beachfront villas in the 
Cayman Islands. 
So, why is Aruba the place to watch? 
Beyond its world-renowned beaches, 
safe environment, and solid infrastruc- 
ture, several factors suggest that prices 
for oceanfront condos and homes are 
set to climb even higher. 


Limited Supply, Surging Demand 
The Aruban government has placed 
a moratorium on new condo devel- 
opments, restricting the supply of new 
properties at a time when demand is 
skyrocketing. Tourist numbers are on the 


rise, expected to jump from just over 1 million in 2022 
to more than 1.4 million by 2024. Many of these visitors 
are not just tourists—they’re potential buyers. With little 
oceanfront land left to develop, the laws of supply and 
demand suggest that prices will only continue to rise. 
North American buyers, in particular, are snapping up 
beachfront properties, driving prices higher as avail- 
able inventory dwindles. 
Aruba’s Prices Are a Bargain—For Now 
Compared to other top-tier beach destinations, Aru- 
ba’s luxury condos are currently a steal: 
•	 
The	Bahamas:	$735-$2,000/sq-ft 
•	 
Antigua	&	Barbuda:	$665-$1,250/sq-ft 
•	 
Barbados:	$750-$1,400/sq-ft 
•	 
Cayman	Islands:	$1,140-$2,780/sq-ft 
•	 
Turks	&	Caicos:	$1,100-$1,500/sq-ft 
•	 
Ft.	Lauderdale,	FL:	$800-$1,100/sq-ft 
•	 
Aruba:	$600-$800/sq-ft 
But this won’t last. As the market tightens and demand 
continues to surge, Aruba’s prices are expected to rise 
sharply, bringing them more in line with other premium 
Caribbean islands. Expect to see more multi-million dol- 
lar homes hit the market as the island becomes an in- 
creasingly attractive option for affluent buyers. 


Appealing to High-Income Visitors 
Aruba is gearing up to welcome more affluent visitors, 
with the opening of a new St. Regis hotel in late 2024 
and a refurbishment of the Hyatt under new ownership. 
These developments signal a shift towards a higher- 
end	market,	much	like	what’s	been	seen	in	the	Turks	&	 
Caicos and the Cayman Islands. While Aruba’s diverse 
appeal will remain, the influx of wealthier tourists is likely 
to boost demand for luxury real estate, driving prices 
even higher. 


Robust Rental Returns 
For many buyers, owning a piece of the Caribbean isn’t 
just about having a dream vacation home—it’s also a 
savvy investment. The rental market in Aruba remains 
strong, especially as tourism continues to bounce back 
post-pandemic. With the rise of longer stays due to re- 
mote working, rental returns are likely to grow, making 
ownership even more attractive. Whether you’re look- 
ing to rent out your property during the high season or 
enjoy it yourself, the potential for strong rental income 
is yet another reason why investing in Aruba’s ocean- 
front condos makes sense. 


Conclusion: The Time to Invest Is Now 
Aruba’s prime residential market is on the cusp of sig- 
nificant growth. The island’s appeal—a combination 
of natural beauty, safety, strong infrastructure, and an 
inviting climate—combined with limited supply and 
increasing demand, is setting the stage for a surge 
in oceanfront condo prices. With prices still low com- 
pared to other Caribbean hotspots, now is the time to 
invest. Don’t wait too long—Aruba’s oceanfront con- 
dos are poised to become some of the most coveted 
real estate in the Caribbean.q 
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & 
Suites has to offer 


Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service 
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46 
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites). 


Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable 
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non- 
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international phone 
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit- 
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And 
a security guard at night. 


Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1 
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar- 
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a 
golf course. 


So please, for your next trip to 
Aruba book directly with us at 
Aruba Quality Apartments & 
Suites. 


Don’t hesitate to contact us… 
Marisella, 
Aislinn, 
Janique 
& 
Alec.q 


Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites 
Tel: (297)-582-0697 
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008 


Email: 
info@arubaqualityapartments.com 


Website: 
www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana- 
da: 1-888-415-1095 
Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands: 
085-009-0218 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday: 8am- 
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm. 
Facebook: @qualityapartments Ins- 
tagram: aruba_quality_apts 
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Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the 
biggest concerns that par- 
ents have when travelling 
with their children is a guar- 
antee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. There- 
fore, we thought it would 
be a great help to travelling 
parents to list off some the 
most family-friendly beach- 
es around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s 
most popular and visited 
beaches, and for good 
reason: This sandy and quiet 
lagoon is a great place for 
parents to sit back and re- 
lax while their children play 
in the shallow shores of the 
beach. Beside the relaxing 
atmosphere, there are also 
several services that may ac- 
commodate your stay, like 
a parking lot, sun tent rent- 
als, chairs, bathrooms and a 
snack bar right at the far left 
of the beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos 
Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated in 


the back streets of the Pos 
Chiquito city. Though there 
are several stairs on the sides 
of the beach cliff leading 
you down, the best spot for 
families to hang out is across 
the bridge, passed the man- 
grove trees near the en- 
trance sign. Here, there are 
small and big palapas, per- 
fect for big and small families 


to set up their belongings. 
In this area, the shore is also 
shallow, falling right around 
your knee before slowly get- 
ting deeper: perfect for kids 
to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach 
in the hotel area 
Yet another highly popular 
beach site, Eagle Beach and 


Palm Beach is where most of 
our visitors go to tan, swim 
or play in the white sand. 
Because they are near the 
low-rise and high-rise hotel 
areas, these beaches are 
the most accessible for visi- 
tors on foot. These beaches 
also offer many palapas free 
to use, but you can also rent 
chairs and tents. Much like 


Baby Beach, these sites are 
one of the best beaches for 
your children to play and 
build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay 
beach near the Malmok 
beach area further down 
the hotel areas. Though it 
may not be a very sandy 
beach, it is relatively quiet 
and tranquil. This is a great 
place for family to lay down 
a big blanket and have a 
little picnic. This is also one 
of the best places to snorkel, 
as this area is filled with little 
fish and corals, even close 
to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically 
not a beach, but a must- 
visit attraction for family fun. 
This small water park oasis is 
located further down the 
Mangel Halto Beach and 
is reachable by boat. This 
water park offers 6 hours of 
fun activities, food, drinks, 
and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close!q 


Aruba– The Casino Aruba at Hilton is delighted 
to announce that it will be the official host of 
The Caribbean Poker Series, taking place from 
September 26 to October 6, 2024. This highly 
anticipated event will bring together poker en- 
thusiasts from across the globe for 11 days of 
thrilling competition, highlighted by 16 Rings 
tournaments. 


The Caribbean Poker Series offers an extraordi- 
nary blend of high-stakes poker, entertainment, 
and the chance to unwind in one of the world’s 
most beautiful destinations. Against the breath- 
taking backdrop of Aruba’s sun-kissed beach- 
es and vibrant culture, players will experience 


an unparalleled poker tournament. Whether 
you’re a seasoned pro or new to the game, this 
event offers something for everyone, with op- 
portunities to win prestigious prizes and make 
unforgettable memories. 


To further enhance the experience, The Casino 
Aruba at Hilton has teamed up with several ho- 
tels and resorts in the Palm Beach area to of- 
fer exclusive room rates for players. Guests can 
look forward to luxurious accommodations, all 
within easy reach of the gaming action. 


For more information on the event schedule, 
registration, or to inquire about players' room 


rates, please contact our dedicated travel 
specialist, Bridget Stein. Bridget is available 
via email at bridget.stein@tcaruba.com or by 
phone at +1 (561) 716-7074. 


Join us at The Caribbean Poker Series 2024 for 
an extraordinary blend of competitive poker, 
relaxation, and the unique charm of Aruba. 
Don’t miss your chance to be part of this one- 
of-a-kind event. 


Stay updated by visiting www.caribbeanpokerser- 
ies.com. 


LOCAL A11 
Friday 27 September 2024 


The Casino Aruba at Hilton to Host The Caribbean Poker Series 
2024: A Premier Poker Event in Paradise 


Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba’s origins 


According to Etnia Nativa, in 
the 18th century most of the 
inhabitants of Aruba were 
indigenous who lived on 
the north coast, one of the 
largest communities lived in 
Alto Vista. 


As they were very religious, 
they had a chief with the 
name of Antonio Silvester 
who guided them in the 
Christian life and it was he 
who decided to build a 
stone chapel with a roof 
of corn rods, which would 
serve as a place of prayer. 


In 1750 it was blessed by Fa- 
ther Algamesi who came 
from Coro-Venezuela and 
appointed Domingo Anto- 
nio Silvester as the island’s 
first prosecutor in the name 
of the Spanish crown and 
Rome. In 1752 the prosecu- 
tion passed into the hands of 
Antonio Silvester’s son-in-law, 
Miguel Álvarez, who contin- 
ued to guide the parishioners 
in their prayers. 


According to the book, The 
History of Alto Vista by R.H. 
Nooyen, it is not known when 


Domingo Antonio Silvester 
came to Aruba from Venezu- 
ela. The elders believe Anto- 
nio was a Spaniard. In 1780, 
father Joseph Antonio de la 
Vegal called Bernardino Sil- 
vester, one of Antonio’s sons 
with his wife Anna Cathalina 
Tromp, “neighbors and natu- 
rals of the island Aruba” and 
thus they became natives. 


At the end of the eighteen 
century many inhabitants the 
island died as a result of the 
black fever epidemic and 
since people believed that 
the Alto Vista area was the 
most infected, they began 
to build their homes further 
south within the Noord area, 
so the town of Noord began 
to grow into a community 
till getting its own Church. 
However religious festivals 
continued to be celebrated 
at this sacred native place, 
with the custom of arriving 
in procession to Alto Vista. 


Two-hundred years after the 
beautiful time of Alto Vista, 


people can no longer see 
much of the town of Alto 
Vista from 1750. With a lot 
of work they found the old 
foundations of the Church 
of the Queen of the Holiest 
Rosary to build a new cha- 
pel on the same place. The 
entire surrounding area was 
empty and desolated, mak- 
ing it hard to imagine that 
Alto Vista was a town at all. 
A hundred years later, peo- 
ple can see the remains of 
around twenty houses, some 
made of stone and others of 
clay. Nowadays, only around 
six of these houses remain. 


South of the chapel in the 
yard two graves can be ob- 
served, there was the cem- 
etery which father Pablo de 
Algemesi blessed. It is not 
certain, but it is believed 
that the two graves belong 
to Antonio Silvester and 
Miguel Alvares, according 
to Nooyen. About 50 meters 
near the chapel there are 
still the markings of an old 
house, where Antonio and 


Bernardino Silvester would 
have lived. About 200 me- 
ters from the chapel there 
is a water tank which the lo- 
cals call Tanki Cacique. In 
the past this tank was closed. 
But mostly water was brought 
out from the Poz di Noord, a 
well dug in the sand. 


The chapel can be viewed 
from basically any point in 
the north side, even from 
Paradera and Sero Plat. All 
the historical remains around 
the chapel provide us with 
an idea on how the old peo- 
ple of Alto Vista used to live. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
visit a place of historical sig- 
nificance with a window to 
Aruba’s past.q 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: October 01 - 13 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo : tel.582 1253 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


Best Indian Astrologer 
Know about your past, present, 
future by palm and face reading 
Tel. 747 0808 
________________________________218336 


By MATTHEW BARAKAT 
AP Business Writer 
ALEXANDRIA, Va, (AP) — 
Federal regulators who say 
Google holds an illegal mo- 
nopoly over the technolo- 
gy that matches online ad- 
vertisers to publishers are 
vastly underestimating the 
competition the tech giant 
faces, an expert hired by 
Google testified Thursday. 
Mark Israel, an economist 
who prepared an expert 
report on Google’s behalf, 
said 
the 
government’s 
claims that Google holds a 
monopoly over advertising 
technology are improperly 
focused on a narrow mar- 
ket the government de- 
fines as “open web display 
advertising,” essentially the 
rectangular ads that ap- 
pear on the top and along 
the right hand side of a 
web page when a con- 
sumer browses the web on 
a desktop computer. 
But the government’s case 
fails to account for a vari- 
ety of competition that oc- 
curs beyond those rectan- 
gular boxes, Israel said. In 
the real world, advertisers 
have dramatically shifted 
where they spend money 
to social media compa- 
nies like Facebook and Tik- 
Tok, and online retailers like 
Amazon. 
When you account for all 
online display advertising, 
not just the narrow seg- 
ment defined by the gov- 
ernment’s case, Google 
gets just 10% of the U.S. 
market share as of 2022, 
he said. That’s down from 
roughly 15% a decade 
ago. 
In 
addition, 
advertisers 
have moved away from 
placing their ads on the 
screens of desktop and 
laptop computers where 
Google is alleged to con- 
trol the market, with money 
migrating to ads placed 
on apps and mobile de- 
vice screens. Israel cited 
marketing data showing 
display ad spending on 
desktop and laptop devic- 
es has decreased from 71% 
in 2013 to 17% in 2022. 
The 
government’s 
case 
“seems to miss where the 
competition is today,” Is- 
rael said. 


The Google building is seen in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Google expert at antitrust trial says government 
underestimates competition for online ad dollars 


His testimony comes as 
Google wraps up its de- 
fense in the third week of 
an antitrust trial that began 
earlier this month in Alex- 
andria, Virginia. U.S. District 
Judge 
Leonie 
Brinkema 
has said she expects the 
government will put on a 
short rebuttal case Friday. 
Then the trial will go on 
hiatus, with both sides sub- 
mitting proposed findings 
of fact in November and 
returning to court to make 
closing arguments in De- 
cember. She said she ex- 
pects to make a ruling by 
the end of the year. 
The 
government’s 
case 
alleges Google has built 
and maintained an illegal 
monopoly 
that 
restricts 
choices and inflates costs 
for online publishers and 
advertisers. Its control of 
the market has allowed 
Google to keep 36 cents 
on the dollar for every ad 


bought and sold through 
its ad tech stack, the gov- 
ernment claims. 
The 
government 
says 
Google 
controls 
adver- 
tising tech at every step 
of the process, including 
the predominant technol- 
ogy used by publishers 
to sell their ad space, the 
predominant 
technology 
used by advertisers look- 
ing to purchase ad space, 
and the ad exchanges in 
the middle that conduct 
auctions in a matter of mil- 
liseconds to match adver- 
tiser to publisher. 
The 
government’s 
case 
contends that Google il- 
legally ties those markets 
together, forcing publish- 
ers to use Google’s tech- 
nology if they want access 
to Google’s large cache of 
advertisers. 
The 
government, 
using 
more narrow market defi- 
nitions than those used by 


Israel, has claimed that 
Google controls 91% of 
the market for publisher 
ad servers and 87% of the 
market for advertising ad 
networks. 
Google says the govern- 
ment’s case also fails to 
account for the billions the 
company has invested to 
ensure its products, work- 
ing 
together, 
generate 
better value for publishers 
and advertisers by match- 
ing the right advertisers to 
the right consumers. 
Israel cited data showing 
publishers 
working 
with 
Google 
are 
generating 
more revenue for each bit 
of ad space they make 
available, while advertis- 
ers are paying less for each 
click their ads generate.q 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Derrick Rose’s last act as an 
NBA player came in the form 
of a letter to the game of 
basketball, addressing the 
highs and lows that he ex- 
perienced over a 16-year 
pro career. And with that, his 
career ended on his terms. 
Rose, the No. 1 overall pick 
in the 2008 NBA draft by his 
hometown Chicago Bulls 
and the league’s MVP in 
2011, announced his retire- 
ment on Thursday. He was, 
and still is, the youngest MVP 
winner in NBA history, claim- 
ing that award when he was 
just 22. 
“You believed in me through 
the highs and lows, my con- 
stant when everything else 
seemed uncertain,” Rose 
wrote as part of his letter to 
the game, serving as his re- 
tirement announcement. He 
posted the letter online, as 
well as taking out full-page 
newspaper advertisements 
in each of the cities where 
he played in his NBA years. 
“You told me it’s okay to say 
goodbye, reassuring me that 
you’ll always be a part of me, 
no matter where life takes 
me,” he wrote. 
Rose was the league’s rookie 
of the year in 2008-09 for the 
Bulls, was the league’s MVP 
two seasons later and was an 
All-Star selection in three of 


his first four seasons. A major 
knee injury during the 2012 
playoffs forced him to miss 
almost two full seasons and 
he contemplated stepping 
away from the game several 
times following other injury is- 
sues, but always found ways 
to get back onto the floor. 
Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf 
said Rose “represents the 
grit, resilience, and heart” 
of Chicago. 
“He’s one of the toughest 
and most determined ath- 
letes I’ve ever been around, 
constantly fighting through 


adversity that would have 
broken most,” Reinsdorf said. 
“Watching him grow from a 
Chicago Public League star 
to becoming the youngest 
MVP in NBA history as a Bull 
has been nothing short of 
an honor.” Besides the Bulls, 
Rose would also play for New 
York, Detroit, Minnesota, 
Cleveland and Memphis. 
He spent last season with 
the Grizzlies, returning to the 
city that he called home for 
his one season of college 
basketball. He played in 24 
games with the Grizzlies last 


season and when it ended 
Rose spoke at length about 
what a return to Memphis 
meant to him. 
“It’s all full circle,” Rose said 
in April. “Coming back here, 
having my family here, my 
wife’s family is from here, be- 
ing back in this arena, hav- 
ing some of the people that 
came to my college games 
actually come to my profes- 
sional games here, it’s all 
love.”Added the Grizzlies in 
a statement Thursday where 
they offered Rose congratu- 
lations on his career: “We are 


grateful for your meaningful 
contributions to this team 
and this city, and wish you all 
the best in this next chapter 
of life.” Rose dealt with mul- 
tiple knee surgeries over the 
years, took time away during 
the 2017-18 season to con- 
template his future while 
dealing with ankle issues and 
sat out nearly two full seasons 
after the knee injury in 2012 
when he should have been 
in his prime. Rose averaged 
17.4 points and 5.2 assists in 
723 regular-season games. 
He averaged 21 points per 
game before the ACL tear 
12 years ago, and 15.1 per 
game in the seasons that 
followed. 
“With D-Rose, it was never a 
question of his talent,” Bas- 
ketball Hall of Famer Dwy- 
ane Wade, a former Rose 
teammate, said in 2018. “It 
was always about his health. 
And when he was healthy, 
everyone saw all the talent.” 
Rose still flashed that MVP- 
level talent plenty of times 
over the years that followed 
the knee troubles. He had 
a career-high 50 points for 
Minnesota in a 128-125 win 
over Utah on Oct. 31, 2018 
a game that moved him 
to tears. He had a 12-assist 
game for Detroit in a 115-107 
win over Houston on Dec. 14, 
2019, his first such game in 
nearly eight years. q 


Memphis Grizzlies guard Derrick Rose stands on the sideline in the second half of an NBA basketball 
game against the Milwaukee Bucks, Feb. 15, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. 


Associated Press 


Derrick Rose, a No. 1 overall pick in 2008 and the 2011 NBA MVP, 
announces retirement 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) — Former 
world champion Gennady Golovkin is 
taking a leading role in World Boxing, the 
group aiming to keep the sport on the 
Olympic program for the 2028 Los Angeles 
Games. 
World Boxing said on Thursday that Go- 
lovkin would chair an “Olympic commis- 
sion” tasked with persuading the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee that the break- 
away organization founded last year is fit 
to run the competitions in Los Angeles. 
“For me, personally, as well as for all the 
sports world, it is important to preserve box- 
ing as an Olympic sport, and this will be my 
top priority,” Golovkin said in a statement. 
“I also intend to work closely with the IOC 
on issues of boxing’s commitment to the 
Olympic values of honesty, fairness and 
transparency.” 
Golovkin won an Olympic silver medal in 
2004 and, after turning pro, was a long- 


time world middleweight champion who 
fought in some of the most lucrative bouts 
of all time, finishing with a 42-2-1 record. 
Since retirement, he has become presi- 
dent of Kazakhstan’s national Olympic 
committee. 
Boxing’s Olympic status is uncertain. The 
IOC has set a deadline of early next year 
for a credible governing body to be in 
place after years of turmoil with the Inter- 
national Boxing Association. 
The IOC ran the last two Olympic tourna- 
ments on its own after first suspending and 
then banishing the IBA from the Games 
and has said it no longer wishes to orga- 
nize the tournament in-house. 
World Boxing lists 44 national governing 
bodies as members including the United 
States, Britain and India. It most recently 
added Japan and Algeria, whose federa- 
tion is home to Paris Olympic gold medalist 
Imane Khalif.q 


Boxer Gennadiy Golovkin, of Kazakhstan, speaks during an 
interview with The Associated Press, Tuesday, June 28, 2022, in 
New York. 
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Ex-champ Golovkin takes leading role in group aiming to save 
boxing’s Olympic status 
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By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Baseball Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — Major 
League 
Baseball’s 
rule- 
change bonanza of 2023 
altered a myriad of the 
game’s details, including 
cutting back extreme in- 
field shifts, bigger bases 
and limits on how many 
times a pitcher can disen- 
gage from the rubber. 
But the thing that’s most 
recognizable is the little 
pitch clock that is constant- 
ly counting down. 
“I mean, just looking at kind 
of the rule changes the 
past couple years, I think 
pace of play probably has 
affected things positively 
for fans,” Guardians out- 
fielder Steven Kwan said. “I 
can’t say that’s a guaran- 
tee, but that’s kind of what 
jumps out first.” 
He’s not wrong. MLB is en- 
joying a bit of a renais- 
sance these days with a 
bump in attendance and 


TV ratings. Fans, players 
and the game’s executives 
are largely in agreement 
that the new rules have 


made for a more exciting 
brand of baseball. It feels 
like there’s more action, 
more quick decisions and 


more drama. 
But a deeper look at the 
statistics shows that an MLB 
game is basically the same 


as 2022, except for one key 
detail. 
It’s about 30 minutes short- 
er. 
Turns out baseball games 
weren’t boring they were 
just taking too long. Now 
that the itching, scratching, 
spitting and lollygagging 
have been eliminated, 2 
1/2-hour games are actu- 
ally quite a bit of fun. 
MLB’s initial hope with the 
rule changes particularly 
banning 
extreme 
infield 
shifts was that it would pro- 
vide an offensive spark. But 
the league-wide batting 
average (.243 in 2024, .243 
in 2022) and scoring aver- 
age (4.40 in 2024, 4.28 in 
2022) are pretty similar. 
The difference is that when 
all the action is condensed 
into a shorter time frame, it 
feels like more is happen- 
ing. The pitch clock man- 
dates that players have 30 
seconds to resume play be- 
tween batters. q 


The pitch clock is visible as Baltimore Orioles starting pitcher Dean Kremer winds up to deliver 
during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox, April 24, 2023, in Baltimore, 
Md. 
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MLB’s made a lot of rule changes over the past few years. The 
most noticeable? A pitch clock 


